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Beef (Commodity) Increasing Available - Steady
The market place is replenishing inventories after strong holiday beef 

sales. The loss of production from back-to-back federal holidays has 

added near-term pricing stress.  Expect inflation to ease by month's end. 

Butter Increasing Available - Strong
Butter production is mixed; cream supply is still tight. Demand remains 

strong both domestically and abroad.  

Cheese Decreasing to Flat
Available -                                     

Strong to Steady

Retail demand is strong but beginning to slow down. Foodservice 

demand is slightly unsettled due to the uncertainty of the Omicron 

Variant of COVID-19.

Dairy (Fluid) 
Decreasing - Class 1                 

Increasing - Class 2

Available (Class 1)           Short 

- Strong (Class 2)

January's milk (Class 1) cost is expected to be slightly lower while costs 

for cultured products (Class 2) are expected to increase. UHT (ultra-high 

temperature pasteurization) cream remains critically short for the 

Eastern and Midwest regions as major plants are operating at 50% 

capacity due to COVID-19.

Disposables (Vinyl Gloves) Stable Available - Steady PVC glove manufacturers possess good inventories of supply.

Fruits & Vegetables Canned Increasing Short - Strong

Canned fruit and vegetable availability remains in tight supply and will 

likely be challenging in the coming months.  Inventories on key items 

such as peas and corn are now running out while peaches, mixed fruit, 

green beans and root crops may likely run out well ahead of the 2022 

pack harvests.    

Honey Increasing Available - Strong

Honey pricing is expected to increase and remain at elevated levels as a 

result of recently imposed U.S. tariffs for all imported honey.  Domestic 

supplies of honey are  unsubstantial to support demand and are also 

experiencing inflation.

Oils Mixed Available - Strong

Market pricing on all shorting and oil products continues to move based 

on an erratic stock market.  Based on reduced supplies of some products 

(high oleic oilseeds, canola, sunflower, etc.) production will be limited 

and prices will remain strong.  Soybean oils are in better supply than 

other oils, but their pricing will likely follow overall supply/demand 

trends.
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Pork (Commodity) Decreasing Available - Steady

Commodity pork will likely remain out of focus for retail and foodservice 

until after March. With reduced harvests, availability for butts, spare 

ribs, St Louis ribs, back ribs, and bellies are short so these items are 

appreciating in value. Heavier hogs have made the availability of light 

spare ribs tight. With two major processors no longer shipping to 

California due to Proposition 12, the industry is waiting to see what the 

impact will be on inventory levels and pricing.

Pork (Value-Added) Stable Available - Steady

Raw material used to produce pork-based breakfast and dinner sausage, 

pizza toppings, and franks should be at their lows now. Therefore, prices 

are expected to begin moving up through the end of the first quarter. 

Bacon should increase week on week from now until the end of March. 

Because many producers cannot ship to California under new Proposition 

12 regulations, we are in a "wait-and-see" mode to determine what 

happens to producer capacity and the ability to shift that demand to the 

other 49 states.  Continued COVID-19 infections may restrict labor 

resources, causing producers to be unable to meet demand.

Poultry (Chicken) Mixed Short – Steady

Demand for whole chickens and boneless breast meat remains high, 

leaving little spot market availability and resulting in increasing prices.  

Pricing and availability on tenders and wings are in balance, with pricing 

remaining steady near-term.

Produce (Cauliflower, 

Broccoli, Romaine, Brussel 

Sprouts, Green Onions & 

Celery)

Increasing Short - Strong

While the ongoing wet weather is desperately needed on the west coast, 

it has wreaked havoc on row crops with the combination of colder 

temperatures. For the next few weeks, expect lower product quality/life 

along with elevated costs for cauliflower, broccoli, romaine, Brussel 

sprouts, green onions & celery.
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Seafood (Salmon & Pollock) Increasing Short - Strong

The 2021 harvest for Keta (a.k.a. Chum) Salmon was simply not enough 

to support existing demand, (already pent up due to a poor 2020 

harvest), so this species is going to be severely limited in supply again in 

2022. Labor issues continue to hamper Alaskan pollock production, so 

expect more block product rather than fillets out of Alaska. When 

coupled with the production and logistical challenges out of Asia, pollock 

will continue to experience inflation and a tightening of supply going 

into 2022.

Shell Eggs Decreasing Available - Steady Market activity is moderate.

Sugar (Bulk) Mixed Available - Strong

Supplies of bulk sugar remain adequate nationally, but harvests of raw 

materials yielded less total tonnage than originally expected. Some 

markets may experience shortages due to short-term production issues.  

Deflation is not expected to soften pricing anytime soon.

All UniPro Foodservice Market Insights information is based on domestic US market data only, unless indicated otherwise. The UniPro Foodservice Market Insights update is not a 

recommendation to buy or sell a commodity.  While this update is based on sources we believe to be reliable and accurate, UniPro Foodservice does not guarantee the accuracy of the 

information presented.


