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Beef (Commodity) Steady Available - Steady
January and February are traditionally the lowest beef consumption 

months of the year.  Pricing has settled as the market transitions 

towards a focus to the 2022 Spring grilling season.  

Butter Increasing Available - Strong
Butter production is steady while supplies of cream are still tight. 

Demand remains strong in the butter spot market as we are 

experiencing a six-year high.    

Cheese Firm Available - Strong to Steady
Demand is strong and milk supplies are tight. US cheese prices have been 

running at a discount vs. world markets which precipitated a surge in 

export demand.   

Dairy (Fluid) 
Steady - Class 1                 

Steady - Class 2

Available - Steady (Class 1)           

Short - Strong (Class 2)

January's Milk (Class 1) and Cultured (Class 2) cost changes are now in 

place. UHT (ultra-high temperature pasteurization) cream remains 

critically short for the Eastern and Midwest regions as major plants are 

operating at 50% capacity due to COVID-19.

Imports (Dry) Increasing Short - Stable

Ocean freight costs remains a large factor in keeping imports pricing 

inflated.  Rising fuel costs and poor harvests are pushing canned tuna 

prices up to it's highest levels in three years. Due to poor harvest of raw 

materials, we will be faced with increasing costs on imported pasta, 

mandarin oranges, and balsamic vinegars.

Oils (Commodity) Stable Available - Strong

Pricing has experienced some changes in recent weeks but only within a 

small range .  Near-term expectations are that this trend will likely 

continue.  Supplies are expected to remain tight on some premium oil 

products based on the short supply of High Oleic Oils Mentioned above

Oils (Premium) Increasing Short - Strong

High oleic frying oils and blended oil products are increasing in price and 

tightening in supply.  It is expected that there will be shortages in the 

coming weeks and that this will be a long-term 2022 situation.  

Considerations for substituted, alternative oils should be given.

Pork (Commodity) Mixed Available - Steady

Omicron is beginning to impact production capacity with pork producers. 

Shortages of labor are preventing some of the high-skilled boning and 

sorting tasks required to process items like St. Louis spare ribs and 

boneless butts, resulting in less availability and inflated prices.  

Conversely, this also results in excess supply of bone-in butts and spare 

ribs, resulting in short-term declining prices. Hogs are heavier than usual 

so availability of light spare ribs and light back ribs will be tight.
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Pork (Value-Added) Stable Available - Steady

Inclement weather and recovery from the two short production weeks of 

Christmas and New Year has tightened the supply of bellies, resulting in 

increasing prices for bacon. Bacon inflation is also being supported by 

COVID labor shortages. Breakfast and dinner sausage, pork pizza 

toppings, and franks should be available but increasing in prices due to 

the increased value of pork trim.

Poultry (Chicken) Mixed Short - Steady

All sizes of boneless breasts are experiencing strong demand causing 

prices to increase and supplies to be reduced.  Whole chickens, wings and 

the back half of the bird remain steady.  Continued plant labor 

challenges are contributing to decreases in spot availability on all parts 

of the bird.   

Produce (Cauliflower, 

Broccoli, Romaine, Brussel 

Sprouts, Green Onions, 

Celery & Oranges)

Higher Short - Strong

Heavy field ice and colder temperatures have reduced harvest volume 

and quality and furthermore has caused blister and peel on leafy 

products in particular. Expect elevated costs on cauliflower, broccoli, 

romaine, Brussel sprouts, green onions & celery.  Rains have decreased 

the volume of California oranges being harvested.

Seafood (Swai) Increasing Short - Strong

Normal production of swai is now occurring for some facilities, but many 

continue to operate at lower production levels. Raw material 

availability, inflated feed costs, container shortages and congested ports 

are all factors conspiring to drive up costs on this popular white-fish. Low 

supply and high demand for swai is also supporting higher prices on 

tilapia, whiting, and other commodity finfish.

Shell Eggs Decreasing Available - Steady Market activity is moderate.

All UniPro Foodservice Market Insights information is based on domestic US market data only, unless indicated otherwise. The UniPro Foodservice Market Insights update is not a 

recommendation to buy or sell a commodity.  While this update is based on sources we believe to be reliable and accurate, UniPro Foodservice does not guarantee the accuracy of the 

information presented.


