
CATEGORY
NEAR-TERM MARKET 

PRICING TREND
SUPPLY vs. DEMAND DSR MARKET INSIGHTS COMMENTARY

Beef (Commodity) Increasing Available to Short - Steady
Market production has been unexpectedly disrupted due to Omicron call-

outs at production facilities.  While short lived, we should anticipate 

inflation across the beef complex as a result. Winter weather and 

transportation issues are also compounding this environment.

Butter Decreasing Available - Strong
Butter production is steady, but cream supply is still tight. Demand 

remains strong but buyers are bearish in building freezer inventories at 

the previously high levels.

Cheese Steady Available - Strong
Demand is strong, but milk supply is tight. Total cheese inventories are 

ahead of last year, which has resulted in downward pressure on spot 

pricing.   

Dairy (Fluid) 
Increasing - Class 1                 

Increasing - Class 2

Available - Steady (Class 1)           

Short - Strong (Class 2)

February's milk (Class 1) forecast is for higher inflation, with cultured 

(Class 2) cost inflation expected to be more moderate. UHT (ultra-high 

temperature pasteurization) cream remains critically short for the 

Eastern and Midwest regions as major plants are operating at 50% 

capacity due to COVID-19.

Disposables (Polystyrene 

Foam Products)
Increasing Short - Strong

The demand for single use take out containers is increasing, while the 

lack of available manufacturing labor resources continues to contribute 

to product shortages.  At the same time, resin prices are experiencing 

inflation.  Foam prices are expected to remain high for the foreseeable 

future.

 Oils & Shortening Mixed Available to Mixed - Strong

Soybean oil has started trading at lower levels from the last several 

weeks.  However, we may see slightly higher pricing on soy oil, as well as 

other oils in the near term.  There may be tighter supplies for selected 

parts of the country on premium oils (high oleic oils, canola oil, palm oil, 

etc.) on a sporadic basis in the coming weeks.

Pork (Commodity) Mixed Mixed - Steady

Omicron call-outs at production facilities have resulted in a 10% 

reduction in availability. Boneless butts are short in supply and 

experiencing price inflation, while bone-in butts are plentiful with price 

deflation. Small back ribs and St. Louis spare ribs are in short supply with 

a corresponding increasing in pricing, while spare ribs are plentiful and 

steady in price.
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Pork (Value-Added) Mixed Mixed - Steady

Omicron call-outs at the secondary processor level has reduced overall 

capacity on bacon and hams with pricing on both increasing. Ham 

availability for Easter will be very tight. Bacon is on allocation from every 

manufacturer, so flexibility in brand should allow you to stay stocked. 

Dry, breakfast, and dinner sausages should be available without 

allocation and increasing slightly in value.

Poultry (Chicken) Mixed Short – Steady

All sizes of boneless breast are experiencing strong demand, with 

corresponding price inflation and supply reductions.   Whole chickens are 

beginning to experience price deflation with availability increasing. 

Wings remain steady with availability on all sizes.  The back half of the 

bird (dark meat) is experiencing little availability with price inflation.  

Continued labor challenges at the plants are also contributing to 

decreases in spot availability on all parts of the bird.   

Produce (Avocados, 

Strawberries, Cauliflower, 

Broccoli, Romaine, Brussel 

Sprouts, Green Onions, 

Celery & Oranges)

Higher Short - Strong

Avocado pricing is firm to higher leading up to the Super Bowl. 

Strawberry pricing has eased, but expect an active market in advance of 

Valentine's Day. Heavy field ice and colder temperatures have reduced 

harvest volume and quality and furthermore has caused blister and peel 

on leafy products in particular. Expect elevated costs on cauliflower, 

broccoli, romaine, Brussel sprouts, green onions & celery.  Expect higher 

pricing for the next several months on West Coast oranges.  Sizing is 72ct 

& larger, with very few 113ct and smaller sizes availability.

Seafood Increasing Short - Strong

Coming into the Lent season, traditional fish like Pacific cod, swai, and 

pollock are in extremely tight supply and may not be available in certain 

markets. Alternative species such as Atlantic salmon and cod, along with 

shrimp should be given menu consideration over the next several 

weeks/months to address these availability issues.

Shell Eggs Increasing Available - Strong Overall demand is strong; small and medium sized eggs are tight.  

All UniPro Foodservice Market Insights information is based on domestic US market data only, unless indicated otherwise. The UniPro Foodservice Market Insights update is not a 

recommendation to buy or sell a commodity.  While this update is based on sources we believe to be reliable and accurate, UniPro Foodservice does not guarantee the accuracy of the 

information presented.


