
CATEGORY
NEAR-TERM MARKET 

PRICING TREND
SUPPLY vs. DEMAND MARKET INSIGHTS COMMENTARY

Beef (Commodity) Increasing Available - Increasing

Seasonal market influences and improved consumer demand will spark 

price appreciation into late November and early December.  Be 

cognizant of production disruptions which may occur coming out of the 

Thanksgiving holiday.

Beverage Increasing Short - Strong
Coffee markets remain strong. The bottled water market remains short 

on product as spring water supplies are problematic. Resin and freight 

issues continue to plague the category. 

Butter Stable Available - Strong
Cream availability is tightening, but still meeting production demands. 

Inventories are mixed, with strong butter sales commensurate with 

demand.

Cheese Decreasing Available - Strong
Milk availability is getting tighter. Retail demand is very strong 

throughout the country, while foodservice demand is hit or miss.

Fluid Dairy Increasing
Available - Steady (Class 1)     

Short - Strong (Class 2)

November fluid milk (Class 1), cultured and cream products (Class 2) are 

both increasing in cost.  Ultra Heat Treated (UHT) cream is in a critical 

supply situation and is expected to remain so through the high demand 

holiday season. Regions affected include the East Coast, Southeast and 

Midwest Great Lakes. 

Fruits & Vegetables Frozen Increasing Short - Strong
Rising prices are expected for January 2022 in several frozen vegetable 

categories.  Frozen peas, cob corn and blueberries remain in tight 

availability. Raspberries & blackberries are currently out of stock. 

Imports (Dry) Increasing Short - Strong

We anticipate that ocean freight will  level off in next 60 days and 

decrease after the Chinese New Year. Manufacturers continue to 

experience unloading delays in US ports. Pineapple supplies are still 

problematic.  We expect some deflation in the olive and olive oil 

categories toward year-end.  

Oils (Commodity) Stable Available - Strong
Commodity oils (Soy, Canola, etc.) continue trade at erratic pricing 

levels.  Product is available, but prices do remain firm and are expected 

to continue on this trend.

Oils (Premium) Increasing Short - Strong
 Premium oil blends and high-oleic products will remain on allocation 

(limited supply to existing customers) due to weak crop harvests.  Pricing 

is expected to remain firm. 

Pork (Commodity) Mixed Available - Steady

Bone-in pork butts and spare ribs should experience stable pricing for the 

rest of 2021.  However, St. Louis spare ribs, back ribs and boneless pork 

butts will continue to be priced at a premium due to continued shortage 

of processing labor. Heavier hogs means fewer light spare ribs, so may 

be shortages remain but medium sized spare ribs are plentiful.  Offal 

such as liver, ears, tails, hearts, snouts, and chitterlings are mostly 

unavailable, victims of the continued processing labor shortages.
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Pork (Value-Added) Decreasing Short - Weak

Bacon and hams are experiencing inflation and supply issues, predicated 

on processing labor shortages.  Processors continue to short orders for 

bacon across the country because they simply can't produce what is 

being demanded. Breakfast sausage, dinner sausage and pork-based 

pizza toppings should continue to decline for the remainder of 2021.

Poultry Increasing Short – Steady
Whole bird and jumbo boneless breast have limited availability on the 

spot market.  Overall spot market supplies are being impacted by strong 

retail and quick service restaurant demand.

Produce

Decreasing (Lettuces)  

Increasing 

(Strawberries, Apples & 

Oranges)

Short - Steady

Most west coast row crops have moved to Yuma, AZ for the winter. 

Lettuce pricing is easing, but still remains elevated.  Strawberry 

production is very limited following recent rains and cold, resulting in 

near record high pricing. Orange and apple harvests projections are 

somewhat below average, consequently pushing prices higher. 

Seafood (Finfish) Increasing Short - Strong

With one of the largest seafood ports in Dalian, China closing indefinitely 

due to a COVID-19 outbreak last week, prices on commodity finfish such 

as pollock, cod, and haddock will continue to rise and supplies of these 

species will continue to be constricted.

Shell Eggs Increasing Available - Steady Market activity is moderate to active.

Sugar Stable Short - Strong
Prices have firmed in recent weeks and are expected to remain at current 

levels as we move through the holiday Season.  Both beet and cane 

sugar are expected to be in tight supply for the foreseeable future.

Disposables (Aluminum) Increasing Available - Strong
Record aluminum demand in North America is driving product pricing to 

10-year highs.  Foil sheets, lids and wraps are projected to increase as 

much as 40% by the end of 2021.  

All UniPro Foodservice Market Insights information is based on domestic US market data only, unless indicated otherwise. The UniPro Foodservice Market Insights update is not a 

recommendation to buy or sell a commodity.  While this update is based on sources we believe to be reliable and accurate, UniPro Foodservice does not guarantee the accuracy of the 

information presented.


