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Beef (Commodity) Steady Available - Steady
Packers are transitioning from cold weather beef merchandising & 

marketing to the Spring & Summer grilling season. Expect pricing 

inflation on middle meats in the future.

Butter Steady Available - Strong
Butter production is down slightly; cream supplies remain very tight. As 

ice cream production starts gearing up this will put additional strain on 

an already tight milk & cream supply.  

Cheese Firm Available - Steady
Demand is steady, but milk supplies are tight. Total domestic cheese 

inventories are ahead of last year's levels, which is influencing  current 

steady pricing. 

Dairy (Fluid) 
Steady - Class 1                 

Steady - Class 2

Available - Steady (Class 1)           

Short - Strong (Class 2)

February's milk (Class 1) forecast is for higher inflation, with cultured 

(Class 2) cost inflation expected to be more moderate. UHT (ultra-high 

temperature pasteurization) cream remains critically short for the 

Eastern and Midwest regions as major plants are operating at 50% 

capacity due to COVID-19.

Disposables (Foam Clam 

Shells)
Increasing Available - Strong

Increases in the demand for single use take out containers and the lack 

of available labor continue to cause shortages,  while at the same time 

the price of resin continues to rise. Foam prices will remain high for the 

foreseeable future. 

Fruits & Vegetables Canned 

(Canned Pudding & Cheese 

Sauces)

Increasing Short - Strong

Industry wide shortages of modified food starch (used extensively in the 

production of puddings and cheese sauces) continue to cause significant 

allocations and shortages.  Expectations are this will continue into early 

third quarter of 2022. 

 Oils & Shortening Stable Available - Strong

Pricing remains very strong on all commodity and premium oil and 

shortening products with little expectation of any major price relief in 

the near-term.  High oleic products remain in tight supply for all market 

areas.  Other oil types (canola, cotton, peanut, palm) may experience 

tighter supplies than in past years resulting in longer term price 

increases.

Pork (Commodity) Mixed Short - Steady

Bone-in and boneless pork loins should see a downward price reset 

before the coming Memorial Day holiday.  Bone-in and boneless pork 

butts, spareribs, and back ribs are trending to experience inflation going 

forward. Supplies will be tight on  spareribs (especially light spareribs), 

light St. Louis ribs and light back ribs.
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Pork (Value-Added) Increasing Short - Steady

The belly market has an inflation trend, so expect bacon prices to 

increase along with corresponding, continued shortages.  Fresh ham 

pricing is sharply inflated in the expectation of strong smoked ham 

Easter volume. Be aware that there is a corresponding shortage of 

smoked hams. Pork trim pricing (the raw material for franks, sausages 

and pizza toppings) is on the rise from now until May, so expect month-

on-month increases in costing for these products.

Poultry (Turkey) Increasing Short - Strong

Availability on whole turkeys is falling very short of the high demand, 

especially on smaller hens (10 - 12 & 12 - 14 pounds).  Tom sized birds are 

more available in the market, but are also at premium price points.  Raw 

roasts are also falling short of the high demand in the marketplace. 

Turkey availability is not expected to show marked improvement in 2022.

Produce (Onions, Carrots, 

Garlic, Avocados, 

Strawberries, Oranges)

Increasing Short - Strong

The market remains escalated on red  and (large and jumbo) yellow 

onions. West Coast carrots are expected to be very tight for the next 

several weeks. Garlic supplies remain tight with inflated pricing. Mexican 

avocado supplies are declining while pricing is moving up.  Due to 

weather, strawberry pricing remains strong. Expect high, firm pricing 

through May for West Coast oranges.

Seafood (Crab) Increasing Short - Strong

While Alaskan snow crab saw a reduction in total allowable catch of 

close to 90% for the 2021-2022 season, Alaskan red king crab season was 

cancelled entirely by Alaska's Department of Fish and Game due to low 

stocks. Expect Alaskan crab legs and crab meat supplies for king and 

snow crab to vary from extremely tight to unavailable for much of 2022. 

Shell Eggs Increasing Available - Strong Overall demand is strong.  Small and medium sizes are tight.  

Sugar (Bulk) Steady Available - Strong

Sugar supplies remain stable and are likely to continue to meet demand 

for the near team.  Prices are expected to remain at current levels as we 

move into spring.  In the short term, brown sugar may experience limited 

supplies in some markets due to production issues.
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All UniPro Foodservice DSR Market Insights information is based on domestic US market data only, unless indicated otherwise. The UniPro Foodservice Market DSR Insights update is not a 

recommendation to buy or sell a commodity.  While this update is based on sources we believe to be reliable and accurate, UniPro Foodservice does not guarantee the accuracy of the 

information presented.


