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Beef (Commodity) Mixed Available - Steady

Beef prices continue to trend lower as packers wait for domestic beef 

demand to increase. However, there is an expectation that fuel service 

charges will be implemented in reaction to rising fuel costs, which will 

likely contribute an element of inflation to cost of goods.  Warmer 

weather and increased consumer demand for beef is expected to be four 

to six weeks out.

Butter Steady Available - Strong
Butter production is steady; cream supplies remain very tight. As ice 

cream production starts gearing up this will put additional strain on an 

already tight milk & cream supply.  

Canned Fruits & Vegetables 

(Canned Pudding & Cheese 

Sauces)

Increasing Short - Strong

Industry wide shortages of modified food starch (used extensively in the 

production of puddings and cheese sauces) continue to cause significant 

allocations and shortages of a variety of pudding and cheese sauce 

products.  Expectations are these shortages will continue into the third 

quarter of 2022. 

Canned Fruits & Vegetables 

(Peas, Corn, Mixed Fruit)
Increasing Short - Strong

Key producers of foodservice sizes of peas, corn, and mixed fruit are out 

of stock until new pack. Furthermore, availability of other canned fruit 

and vegetable items are in tight supply and will experience ongoing 

supply challenges into the 2022 new pack.    

Cheese Steady Available - Steady
Demand is strong, but milk supplies are tight. January milk production 

has been reported weaker than anticipated in many countries - the US 

included.

Dairy (Fluid) 
Steady - Class 1                 

Steady - Class 2

Available - Steady (Class 1)           

Short - Strong (Class 2)

March has arrived with significant price increases for milk (Class 1) and 

cultured (Class 2) products, due partially to raw milk cost increases, but 

more so due to dairies passing along higher labor, fuel and packaging 

input costs.

Disposables (Paper Towels, 

Tissue & Napkins)
Increasing Available - Steady

In addition to soaring shipping costs and freight rates , the price for 

paper pulp is up over 40%, year-over-year.  Towels, tissue and napkins 

are expected to see continued inflated costs in 2022.

Pork (Value-Added) Mixed Short - Steady

Pork bellies are forecast to decline in value until May so anticipate some 

deflation in bacon prices but keep in mind that suppliers continue to be 

unable to produce enough bacon to meet total demand. Pork trim prices 

are on the rise so franks, pizza toppings and pork based sausage are 

expected to experience inflation through May. 
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Poultry (Chicken) Mixed Short – Steady

Boneless breasts of all sizes seem to be leveling off, but remain inflated.   

Whole chickens are in a short supply situation, with limited spot 

availability. Wings remain steady with availability on all sizes.  

Availability and prices for the back half of the bird also remain steady.    

Produce (Asparagus, 

Strawberries Avocados, 

Onions, Carrots, Garlic, 

Limes & Lettuce)

Asparagus & 

Strawberries: 

Decreasing           

Avocados & Carrots: 

Steady                   

Onions, Carrots, Garlic, 

Limes, Romaine & 

Iceberg: Increasing                     

Mixed

Asparagus availability is beginning to improve.  There are abundant 

supplies of strawberries available from California, Texas and Florida, 

priced to move.  Mexican avocados are starting to arrive in the US 

markets.  The situation remains extreme on red onions and jumbo sized 

and larger yellow onions.  West Coast carrots remain very tight on baby 

and jumbo sized product.  Domestic garlic availability remains tight with 

higher pricing.  Pricing for limes continues to be extreme due to very 

limited Mexican supplies.  Romaine & iceberg lettuces are very active 

with late season Arizona supplies limited due to cold temperatures.

Seafood (Imported Shrimp & 

Farmed Salmon)
Mixed Available - Steady

While imported, commodity shrimp markets continue to show a slight 

softening in prices, current prices remain elevated over the previous five 

year averages. We are starting to see farmed Atlantic salmon prices tick 

up, mostly due to increases in demand while supplies remain available.

Shell Eggs Steady Available - Strong Overall demand is strong.  Small and medium sizes are tight.  

Wheat (Flour & Pasta) Increasing Short - Strong

More than a quarter of the world's supply of wheat is exported from 

Russia and Ukraine.  The conflict in that region has created market panic, 

sending the price of wheat to record levels on the trading floor.  Prices 

are expected to display inflation on all wheat based products including 

flour, baking mixes, finished goods and pasta. Some areas may even 

experience allocations or shortages for bulk flour.  Existing domestic 

supplies are not ample, forcing even further pricing pressure when 

coupled with stronger market demand.

All UniPro Foodservice DSR Market Insights information is based on domestic US market data only, unless indicated otherwise. The UniPro Foodservice Market DSR Insights update is not a 

recommendation to buy or sell a commodity.  While this update is based on sources we believe to be reliable and accurate, UniPro Foodservice does not guarantee the accuracy of the 

information presented.


