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Appetizers Increasing Short - Strong
Onion crop challenges and IQF cheese shortages are continuing to 

contribute increased prices and limited product availability.

Beef (Commodity) Increasing Available - Steady

Inflation has returned to the beef markets.  Packers are successfully 

managing weekly harvest levels to prevent over production and protect 

pricing margins.  Once Easter is behind us the Spring grilling season will 

be in full swing, including anticipated inflation on key, seasonal beef 

items. 

Butter Increasing Available - Strong
Butter production is steady; cream supplies remain very tight. As ice 

cream production starts gearing up this will put additional strain on an 

already tight milk & cream supply.  

Cheese Increasing Available - Steady

Demand is strong with milk supplies being tight. US milk production was 

down 1.6% in January which represents the largest year-over-year drop 

since 2004.  However, cheese exports were up 16.7% during the same 

time frame.  

Dairy (Fluid) 
Steady - Class 1                 

Steady - Class 2

Available - Steady (Class 1)           

Short - Strong (Class 2)

March has arrived with significant price increases for milk (Class 1) and 

cultured (Class 2) products, due partially to raw milk cost increases, but 

more so due to dairies passing along higher labor, fuel and packaging 

input costs.  Last week, a major northeastern dairy producer temporarily 

closed 13 of it's plants following a cyber attack, resulting in significant 

supply disruptions.

Honey Steady Available - Strong

The Russian-Ukrainian conflict is putting significant pressure on the 

world's honey supply as Ukraine supplies much of Europe's honey. 

Domestic pricing has been extremely high in recent months due to 

government imposed tariffs.  Though we have not seen any immediate 

price increases directly correlated to the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, price 

decreases are not expected any time soon.

 Oils & Shortening Increasing Available - Strong

Pricing on all types and varieties of shortening and oil products remain 

inflated.  Though there may be some weekly minor pricing variations, 

pricing will likely remain inflated in the coming weeks as fundamental 

market elements remain unchanged.  Expect  high oleic products to 

remain in tight supply until fall harvest.  
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Pork (Commodity) Steady Short - Steady

Pork butts are atypically in strong demand for this time of year, which is 

supporting 10% higher inflation year-over-year.  However, expect prices 

for this category to soften again prior to the big summer run-up to 

Memorial Day. Pork spare and back rib pricing remains strong due to 

buyers strategically buying-in early to avoid again experiencing last 

year's highly inflated summer prices.

Pork (Value-Added) Mixed Short - Steady

Raw materials for producing breakfast & dinner sausage, pork franks, 

and pizza toppings are on the rise, so expect these value-added items to 

be inflated through August. Pork belly pricing is expected to soften now 

through May but don't expect bacon pricing to necessarily follow suite, 

as processors still experience labor struggles with bacon production.

Potatoes (Frozen) Increasing Short - Strong
A poor crop coupled with strong demand and increased operating costs 

continue to have a huge impact of availability and pricing.

Poultry (Chicken) Mixed Mixed – Steady to Strong

Boneless chicken breasts of all sizes have been experiencing price 

inflation.   Whole chickens and WOGS are short with limited spot 

availability showing. Chicken wings prices are experiencing price 

deflation with availability on all sizes.  An uptick in demand for the back 

half of the bird (dark meat) has reduced availability and inflated prices.

Produce (Strawberries 

Avocados, Onions, Carrots, 

Garlic, Limes & Lettuce)

Avocados, Carrots and 

Onions: Steady                   

Strawberries, Carrots, 

Garlic, Limes, Romaine 

& Iceberg: Increasing                     

Mixed

Strawberry production is currently only west coast based.  Mexican 

avocados have returned to the US markets.  Northwest storage onions 

are finishing up and new crops in Mexico and Texas are underway. 

Carrots remain very tight on baby and jumbo sized product.  Domestic 

garlic availability remains tight with higher pricing.  Pricing for limes 

continues to be extreme due to very limited Mexican supplies.  Romaine 

& iceberg lettuces are facing extreme inflation on bulk and value-added 

products, with late season Arizona supplies limited due to cold 

temperatures.

Seafood (Shrimp) Mixed Mixed
Prices remain firm on larger sizes of white shrimp, while smaller sizes are 

seeing some price relief.  Black Tiger shrimp generally remain shorter on 

supply and higher in price on all sizes compared to white shrimp.
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Shell Eggs Increasing Short - Strong
The 2022 impact of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) is now 

coming to light and is creating strong speculative demand for eggs and 

consequently dramatically impacting pricing.

All UniPro Foodservice DSR Market Insights information is based on domestic US market data only, unless indicated otherwise. The UniPro Foodservice Market DSR Insights update is not a 

recommendation to buy or sell a commodity.  While this update is based on sources we believe to be reliable and accurate, UniPro Foodservice does not guarantee the accuracy of the 

information presented.


