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Beef (Commodity) Decreasing Available - Steady

Warmer weather is the key to improved beef demand, so prices continue 

to drift lower as packers wait for domestic beef demand to increase.  

However, current prices are still inflationary when compared year-over-

year to 2021.  No immediate or near-term changes to the market are 

expected.  

Butter Steady Available - Strong
Butter production is steady; cream supplies remain very tight. As ice 

cream production starts gearing up this will put additional strain on an 

already tight milk & cream supply.  

Cheese Firm Available - Steady
Demand is strong, but milk supplies are tight. January milk production 

has been reported weaker than anticipated in many countries - the US 

included.

Dairy (Fluid) 
Increasing - Class 1                 

Increasing - Class 2

Available - Steady (Class 1)           

Short - Strong (Class 2)

March has arrived with significant price increases for milk (Class 1) and 

cultured (Class 2) products, due partially to raw milk cost increases, but 

more so due to dairies passing along higher labor, fuel and packaging 

input costs.

Disposables (Nitrile Gloves) Decreasing Available - Steady
After surging past the $100 per case threshold, nitrile glove prices have 

now declined though still remain above pre-COVID levels.  There may still 

be some additional room for prices to ease over the course of the year.

Honey Increasing Available - Strong

US domestic honey production cannot adequately supply existing 

demands, so imports are increasing. Unfortunately, strong tariffs on 

imported honey were put into place in December of 2021. So expect 

honey prices  to remain inflated with no near-term relief in site.  

 Oils & Shortening Increasing Available - Strong

The Russian invasion of Ukraine is having a dramatic impact on trading 

levels as soybean oil portfolio positions are reaching record high levels in 

the Stock Market.  Pricing has continued to increase in recent days and 

may continue to trend in that direction.  These increases are also 

influencing prices for other oilseed products (canola, palm, cotton, 

peanut, etc.) Expect to see inflation in the near-term on all oil and 

shortening products.
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Pork (Commodity) Mixed Mixed - Steady

Boneless pork loin pricing has bottomed out and is expected to trend 

inflationary for the remainder of March. Bone-in pork butts should 

remain price steady to declining through mid-April. Back ribs/spare 

ribs/St. Louis spare ribs are expected to remain steady with some 

inflationary price risk now through mid-April.  Light sized pork ribs in all 

variations are very tight on supplies. 

Pork (Value-Added) Mixed Mixed - Steady

Pork bellies are on the decline and it would seem logical that bacon 

pricing would follow, but capacity to convert bellies into bacon is still an 

issue with reduced labor, so shortages continue. Hams are in short supply 

so if you didn't book spiral hams for Easter, expect difficulty obtaining 

product. Pork trim is on the rise, along with inflationary expectations for 

pork-based sausage, franks, and pizza toppings. 

Poultry (Chicken) Mixed Short – Steady

Boneless breasts of all sizes seem to be leveling off, but remain inflated.   

Whole chickens are in a short supply situation, with limited spot 

availability. Wings remain steady with availability on all sizes.  

Availability and prices for the back half of the bird also remain steady.    

Produce (Asparagus, 

Avocados, Onions, Carrots, 

Garlic, Limes & Romaine)

Mixed Short - Strong

Asparagus will continue to be very limited.  The import of Mexican 

avocados has resumed but the pipeline will need to be filled to show 

noticeable differences.  Markets remain escalated on red onions and 

jumbo sized and larger yellow onions.  West Coast carrots remain very 

tight on baby and jumbo sized product.  Domestic garlic availability 

remains tight with higher pricing.  Pricing for limes continues to escalate 

due to very limited Mexican supplies.  Romaine supplies are tightening 

from frosts causing blister, peel and burn in the fields.
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Seafood (Imported Finfish) Increasing Short - Steady

Frozen seafood plants in Dalian, China continue to remain closed. Local 

government is currently inspecting plants, based on their zero tolerance 

policy for COVID. It is expected that plants which pass the inspection may 

get approval to reopen in a couple of weeks. After no production for 

almost four months, all twice frozen fish (cod, flounder, haddock, perch, 

pollock, whiting, pink/chum salmon, etc.) is short on inventory. 

Operators should give consideration to alternative species, or different 

cuts of the species listed here (i.e. cod fillets instead of loins) when 

planning their menus.

Shell Eggs Increasing Available - Strong Overall demand is strong.  Small and medium sizes are tight.  

All UniPro Foodservice DSR Market Insights information is based on domestic US market data only, unless indicated otherwise. The UniPro Foodservice Market DSR Insights update is not a 

recommendation to buy or sell a commodity.  While this update is based on sources we believe to be reliable and accurate, UniPro Foodservice does not guarantee the accuracy of the 

information presented.


